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Item 18 Appendix 9 Reopening of Play Equipment 

 
 
Introduction:  On 26 June 2020 the Government published ‘Covid-19-  Government Guidance on Managing Playgrounds and Outdoor Gyms’ in 
response to its announcement that play equipment could reopen on 4 July 2020.   
 
The guidance indicates criteria against which to measure whether or not to open equipment and this has been included in the table below 
together with comment and recommended action. 
 
In addition, a further table (specific equipment review) lists the items of equipment with proposals of action to be taken.    
 
Action Required:  To consider the content of this report and make resolution(s) in respect of proposed actions (as indicated in red).  
 
Preparing a playground or outdoor gym for re-opening 

Recommendation/Suggestion Comment Action 

Owners and operators of playgrounds or 
outdoor gyms are reminded that in addition to 
preparations to ensure they are COVID-19 
Secure, there will be general maintenance 
requirements. Owners/operators must ensure 
playground and/or exercise equipment is 
safe to use and that risks from damaged or 
defective equipment are addressed before 
opening. 

An inspection of play equipment has been 
requested which includes repair to the Trim 
Trail 

All facilities to remain closed until inspection 
complete.   
 
Trim trail to remain closed until repair 
undertaken. 
 
 



Social distancing 

 

Social distancing aims to reduce social interaction between people to minimise the opportunity for transmission of COVID-19. 
Following a review of social distancing guidance, 2 metres or 1 metre with risk mitigations (where 2 metres is not viable) are acceptable. 
Owners/operators should consider and set out the mitigations they will introduce in their risk assessment. 
All owners or operators of playgrounds and outdoor gyms should consider how to put in place measures to support social distancing such as 
signs to remind users of the need for and adherence to social distancing in accordance with existing government guidance. In implementing 
measures, owners and operators should acknowledge that adults and children with certain conditions will find social distancing difficult. 
It is recognised that adherence to social distancing between individuals and households can be particularly difficult in a playground setting. 
This will mean that other ways of minimising transmission risk should also be considered and communicated to the parents, guardians and 
carers, who should remain aware of the residual risk. 
 

Potential measures to facilitate social distancing include: 
 Comment 

Action 

if an enclosed area, owners and operators should identify an advisory limit on the maximum 
number of users able to use a playground or outdoor gym area at any one time and use 
signs to communicate this 

N/A 

None 

where practicable, owners/operators could implement a booking system so that users can 
book a slot to use the equipment Not practicable/reasonable 

None 

limiting the number of users able to use a particular piece of equipment to minimise the 
transmission risk of COVID-19. Potential measures include: Each piece of equipment 

assessed separately 

See under 
equipment 
review 

signs to communicate maximum number of users at one time 
 As above 

As above 

request those using the play area to only have 1 family member accompanying a child 
 Not reasonable or 

practicable 

None 

limiting the available number of seats on equipment or numbers of swings available to 
promote social distancing, including for parents, carers or guardians who might push children 
on swings for example 

Each piece of equipment 
assessed separately 

As above 



 

setting a time limit and using signs to communicate this to users, parents, guardians or 
carers Not reasonable/practicable 

None 

using adjacent space for queues or waiting areas for users, parents, guardians and carers 
using barriers, markings or signs where it is safe to do so. When implementing a queue or 
waiting area, consideration must be taken of its impact on the surrounding space and ensure 
it does not impede other users or pedestrians, particularly considering those with visual or 
hearing impairments, mobility problems and invisible disabilities 

As above 

As above 

Cleaning and hygiene 
 

Scientific advice suggests that the virus can survive for up to several days on some hard surfaces, particularly when indoors. These risks are 
reduced when outdoors, where surfaces may be subject to UV light and/or rain. This guidance applies to outdoor playgrounds and outdoor 
gyms but the virus could survive long enough on frequently used/touched outdoor surfaces to facilitate transmission 

Owners and operators are advised to manage any 
potential risk, cleaning high traffic touch points 
frequently. This could include cleaning regimes for: 

Comment 

action 

playground equipment for children, usually up to age 14, 
such as slides monkey bars and climbing frames 

Not reasonable/practicable 

None 



enclosed crawl through ‘tunnels’ or tube slides N/A 

 

semi enclosed playhouses or huts for small children 
 

Only applies to Youth Shelter 

Refer to equipment review 

entry and exit points such as gates 
 

Could install gel dispensers if 
practicable/reasonable 

To consider feasibility of 
installing gel dispensers and, if 
so, where they should be 
positioned.  

seating areas such as benches and picnic tables 
 

Not reasonable/practicable 

Refer to equipment review 

refuse areas/bins 
 

Not reasonable/practicable 

None 



Consideration should be given to: 
 

Comment 

Action 

using signs and posters: 
 

See Actions 

Generic posters re social 
distancing, hygeince and 
observing Government 
Guidelines to be installed at 
strategic points. 
 
Refer to Equipment Review for 
specific posters 

to promote cleaning of equipment by users, parents, 
guardians and carers, particularly where there are clear 
touch points such as swing rockers, see saws, machine 
handles or exercise bars 
 

Not reasonable/practicable 

No Action 

encouraging parents to bring hand sanitiser gel or wipes to 
clean their children’s hands 

Refer to action 

Include on guidance posters 

to encourage hand hygiene with including washing/sanitising 
hands more often than usual, for 20 seconds using soap and 
water or approved gel and foam sanitiser, particularly at the 
beginning and end of play 
 

“” 

Covered elsewhere 



to advise users (or parents of users) not to touch their faces, 
and to cough or sneeze into a tissue or arm when a tissue is 
not available 

To direct to following Government 
Guidance in ‘generic’ poster 

No specific action 

to remind adults and children not to put their mouths on 
equipment or their hands in their mouths 
 

“” 

“” 

to promote and remind users, parents, guardians and carers 
of the need for social distancing 

Refer to action 

Generic posters request users 
to observe government 
guidance also refer to 
Equipment Review 

when communicating safety messages owners/operators 
should ensure they are able to reach those with hearing or 
vision impairments. Consideration should also be given on 
how to assist those with disabilities with complying with the 
changes 

Equipment is aimed at young people 
who, should they be disabled are 
very likely to be accompanied. 
 
Refer to action 

Large clear print on posters.   
 

providing more waste facilities and more frequent rubbish 
collection 

Not reasonable/practicable 

None 



where practicable, providing hand sanitiser (automated 
where possible) or hand washing facilities at the entry and 
exit points, in addition to public toilets/washrooms 

Refer to action 

To consider whether feasible 

using disposable paper towels in handwashing facilities 
where possible 
 

N/A 

 

 

Specific Equipment Review 
 

Item Comment Risk Mitigation 

Bench (against hedge)  Minimal risk of use by those not likely (eg young 
children) to observe social distancing guidance. 

Covered by general poster  

Picnic tables “” “” 

Child shelter Likely to be used by very young children unable 
to observe social distancing 

Remain closed 

Youth shelter Minimal risk of use by those not able to observe 
social distancing 

Covered by general poster 

Ball shot “” “” 

Carousel Likely to be used by young children unable to 
observe social distancing 

Close 

Rocking Horse “” Either close mark central 3 seats as unusable 

Slide Minimal risk of use by those not able to observe 
social distancing 

Covered by general poster 

Swings (both seat and basket seats Seats set sufficiently far apart to maintain social 
distancing (of both users and ‘pushers’ 

“” 

Trim Trail Likely to be used by very young children unable 
to observe social distancing 

Remain closed OR mark with one metre 
distancing 



 


